
 

Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. (SPAC) Jon Rivera Legacy 
Scholarship Program 

Our Mission to Education 

The Smithtown Performing Arts Center's (SPAC) children's educational program is dedicated to 
fostering artistic and personal growth in a welcoming, inclusive, and creative environment. As a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, SPAC aims to provide high-quality, low-cost theater education to as 
many children as possible, ensuring accessibility for all families.  
 
Scholarship Program Overview 

Each year, the Jon Rivera Legacy Scholarship awards a one-time monetary scholarship to eligible applicants who 
demonstrate passion, dedication, and a commitment to contributing to the arts. In honor of the late Jon 
Rivera—beloved actor, mentor, and friend to the Long Island theater community—this scholarship program 
provides financial assistance to individuals across a wide range of disciplines, including performance, technical 
production, design, stage management, arts administration, non-profit management, and business. 

1. Purpose: 
To offer financial support to students pursuing higher education and training in performing arts-related 
fields and related disciplines such as non-profit management and tech to continue the passion and 
legacy left by Jon Rivera’s untimely passing. 

2. Eligibility: 

o Must be a high school senior, college undergraduate, graduate student. 

o Must be pursuing or planning to pursue a degree or formal training in a performing arts-related 
field, stage management, technical theatre, non-profit management, or business. 

o Must demonstrate financial need. 

o Ideally be a resident of Smithtown or of Suffolk County. 

o Children of current and former employees may be eligible to apply. 

3. Award Amount: 
A one-time award of $500-2500 per recipient depending on financial need and donations. 

4. Number of Awards: 
Variable, depending on the number of qualified applicants and available funding. 

5. Use of Funds: 
Scholarships may be used for tuition, fees, books, and other educational expenses directly related to the 
recipient’s field of study. Funds cannot be used for personal expenses unrelated to education. 



 
 

 
6. Application Period: 

Applications are accepted annually from May 1st to June 30th. Award decisions will be announced no 
later than August 4th. 

7. Renewal: 
Scholarships are not renewable. 

8. Restrictions: 
Current board members of SPAC and their immediate family members are ineligible to apply for the 
scholarship due to a conflict of interest. Emeritus and retired board members' children may apply.  

Application Criteria 

1. Academic Performance: 

o Minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. 

o High school students must provide official transcripts. 

o College and graduate students must provide official transcripts from current and previous 
institutions. 

2. Relevant Experience: 

o Submit a portfolio or documentation of work related to the chosen field (e.g., performance clips, 
technical projects, design samples, stage management logs, non-profit projects, business 
initiatives, and academic achievement). 

o Provide a resume outlining involvement in relevant activities, roles, and training, including 
school district achievement, community involvement, and volunteer work. 

o Preference may be given to those who have or do volunteer at SPAC or another nonprofit arts 
organization.  

3. Personal Statement: 

o A short essay describing the applicant’s passion for their chosen field, career goals, and how the 
scholarship will assist in achieving these goals. 

4. Letters of Recommendation: 

o Letters of recommendation from individuals who can speak to the applicant’s abilities and 
potential in their field of study if possible. This could include teachers, mentors, employers, or 
professional colleagues. 

5. Financial Need: 

o Submit a completed Financial Need Form, including a summary of financial circumstances. 

6. Interview: 

o Shortlisted candidates may be required to attend an interview with the scholarship committee. 

o  



 
 

 
Application Process 

1. Prepare Materials: 

o Gather academic transcripts, portfolio or work documentation, resume, personal statement, 
letters of recommendation. 

2. Submit Application: 

o Applications must be submitted via the SPAC online application portal or postmarked by June 
15th.  

3. Review and Selection: 

o Applications will be reviewed by a committee of professionals and community members. 
Selection will be based on the criteria outlined above. 

4. Notification: 

o Recipients will be notified by July 15th via email of accepted applications. A formal awards 
distribution will be mailed within 2 weeks no later than August 4th. 

5. Follow-Up: 

o Recipients are required to provide updates on their academic progress and involvement in their 
field of study to SPAC and likeness for promotion of the program. 

o Recipients agree to the free use of their likeness, photos, and essays for the promotion of the 
scholarship program, including but not limited to social media and the SPAC website. 

Contact Information 

For questions or more information about the Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. Scholarship Program, 
please contact: 

Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. 
2 E Main Street 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
Email: info@smithtownpac.org 
Website: www.smithtownpac.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.smithtownpac.org/


 
 

 
 

Jon Rivera Legacy Scholarship - Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. 
Application Form 

 

Applicant Information 

1. Full Name: 

o First Name: 

o Middle Name: 

o Last Name: 

2. Date of Birth: 

3. Home Address: 

o Street Address: 

o City: 

o State: 

o ZIP Code: 

4. Phone Number: 

5. Email Address: 

6. Are you a resident of Smithtown or the surrounding areas? 

o Yes 

o No 

7. Educational Background: 

o Current School/College/University: 

o Current Grade Level or Year: 

o Expected Graduation Date: 

o Cumulative GPA (on a 4.0 scale): 

o Degree/Program you are pursuing or plan to pursue: 

8. Are you the child of a current board member of SPAC? 

o Yes 

o No 



 
 

 
Relevant Experience 

1. Portfolio or Work Documentation: 

o Please upload or provide a link to your portfolio/work documentation (e.g., performance clips, 
technical projects, design samples, stage management logs, volunteer certificates or logs, and 
any non-profit projects or business initiatives). 

2. Resume: 

o Please upload your resume outlining your involvement in relevant activities, roles, and training, 
including Smithtown school district achievement, community involvement, and volunteer work. 

Personal Statement 

1. Essay: 

o Please upload or write a short essay (500 words maximum) describing your passion for your 
chosen field, your career goals, and how this scholarship will assist you in achieving these goals. 

Letters of Recommendation 

1. Letter 1: 

o Please upload a letter of recommendation from an individual who can speak to your abilities 
and potential in your field of study. 

2. Letter 2: 

o Please upload a second letter of recommendation from an individual who can speak to your 
abilities and potential in your field of study. 

Financial Need 

1. Financial Need Form: 

o Please upload your completed FAFSA Financial Need Form, including a summary of your 
financial circumstances. 

 

Additional Information 

● Interview Availability: 

o If shortlisted, are you available for an interview with the scholarship committee? 

▪ Yes 

▪ No 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Agreement: 

By submitting this application, I confirm that all the information provided is accurate and true to the best of my 
knowledge. 

I understand that if selected as a recipient, I agree to the free use of my likeness, photos, and essays for the 
promotion of the scholarship program, including but not limited to social media and the SPAC website. 

● Signature:__________________________ 

● Parents Signature:__________________________ 

● Date:____________ 

Submission Instructions 

● Applications must be submitted via email no later than June 30th. 

● Ensure that all required materials are included. Incomplete applications may not be considered. 

Contact Information 

For questions or more information about the Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. Scholarship Program, 
please contact: 

Smithtown Performing Arts Council Inc. 
2 E Main Street 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
Email: info@smithtownpac.org 
Website: www.smithtownpac.org 

 

 

http://www.smithtownpac.org/

